
How to Prep 
Your Entries
Use the checklists 
below to prepare 
your entries so that 
each judge has all the 
necessary information.

for all entries
p	�Prepare two (2) copies of the completed 

Entry Form for EACH entry. Both 
photocopies and printouts are acceptable. 
An interactive PDF Entry Form is available 
at magnumopusawards.com.

p	�If you'd prefer to submit your entries 
and pay online, we are now accepting 
entries through our website! Go to 
magnumopusawards.com/entryform to 
enter online and simply mail your receipt 
with your entry samples.

p	��Submit two (2) identical samples/tear 
sheets/CDs for each entry. Attach an 
entry form to the back of EACH sample/
tear sheet/CD. 

p	��If your summary of the audience and goals 
of the publication is on a separate sheet 
of paper, prepare two (2) copies of the 
summary. Attach each sheet BEHIND 
each entry form.

In addition to the above, please 
note the following requirements 
for specific types of entries:

for web entries
p	�Type/Print the publication or blog URL  

on each entry form.

p	�Submit your PDF or files on two (2) 
identical CDs containing all pages of the 

product necessary for evaluation of the 
entry. (For instance, Best Landing Page 
requires only one page, but Best Navigation 
cannot be evaluated without evidence of 
the navigation.)

p	�Alternatively, submit two (2) identical 
printouts of all necessary pages. Staple 
the pages of each printout together, then 
staple or tape each entry form to the back 
of each printout. 

p	�For all blog submissions except Best 
Blog Entry, submit at least three (3) 
consecutive blog entries on two (2) 
identical CDs or printouts.

for all podcasts and videos
p	�Print any applicable URL on each  

entry form.

p	�Submit the standard audio or video file(s) 
on two (2) identical CDs.

p	�For all podcast submissions except Best 
Podcast Episode, submit either the entire 
series OR three (3) consecutive podcast 
episodes on two (2) identical CDs.

for most improved editorial 
and most improved design

p	�Submit two (2) samples of the old 
publication (label “old”) and two (2) 
samples of the new publication  
(label “new”).

for marketing entries
p	�Submit two (2) copies of a summary of 

no more than 500 words that explains 
why the entry qualifies for an award in the 
designated category.

for grand video series
p	�Submit either the entire series OR  

three (3) consecutive videos on two (2)  
identical CDs.

A Gold, Silver, and Bronze award, along 
with up to three Honorable Mentions, can 
be awarded in all categories except the 
Grand Awards. (see the Grand Awards description)

Entry Rules
eligibility 
The awards program is open to all companies, 
organizations, and institutions involved in 
producing corporate or custom publications 
and content, in print or electronic form, 
for internal or external audiences—but not 
those created by McMurry, Inc., the owner 
of ContentWise. To be eligible for a Magnum 
Opus Award, an entry must have been 
produced in calendar year 2011. Entries may 
originate from any country.

choosing categories
More than 100 categories are considered in 
the Magnum Opus Awards. Entrants may 
nominate their publication or product in one 
or multiple categories. There is a fee for each 
category entered. Judges reserve the right 
to change your entry to fit the appropriate 
category. If you are unsure of what category 
to enter, please call 888-303-2373 or email 
info@magnumopusawards.com and an 
awards representative will assist you.

judging procedure
Judges are chosen on the basis of their 
experience in the fields of publishing and 
communications and their ability to fairly 
evaluate the entries. Each entry will be judged 
on how well it fulfills its goal or mission and 
on the quality of the product, including 
editorial and design. Three different judges 
will evaluate each entry. A Gold, Silver, 
and Bronze award, along with Honorable 
Mentions, may be awarded in all categories 
except the Grand Awards. In the Grand 
Awards, one Grand Magnum Opus and up  
to three Special Recognition awards will  
be chosen.

entry fees
Early bird entrants pay $165 per entry. Any 
entries postmarked after February 23, 2012, 
pay $180 per entry. If postmarked after 
March 23, they will pay the late entry fee of 
$190 per entry and need to be postmarked by 
March 30.  All entries must be postmarked 
by March 30, 2012. You may send one 
payment for multiple entries. Please include 
credit card information on only one entry 
form. Payment must accompany entries 
and be made in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. 
bank. Send the fee, entry form, and entry 
submission(s) to Magnum Opus Awards, 
1010 E Missouri Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85014. 

You can also enter online at: 
magnumopusawards.com/entryform.  
Simply print your receipt and mail it in  
with your entry samples.

refunds
No refunds will be made once the entry 
has been sent out for judging.

return of materials
All entries submitted to the awards program 
become the property of the Magnum Opus 
Awards and may be used for promotional 
purposes. Entries will not be returned. Do not 
send irreplaceable artwork.

deadline
All entries must be postmarked by March 30, 
2012. Shipping by UPS, FedEx, and other 
parcel services must also carry the same date. 

shipping
Mailing/shipping costs and handling fees are 
at the entrant’s expense. Send entry materials 
along with entry forms and fees. For foreign 
entries we suggest you send your material 
either by airmail or a courier service that will 
deliver directly to our offices. To expedite 
your package through customs, please affix a 
label or use bold lettering to mark the outside 
of the package with “Contest Material. No 
Commercial Value.”

Win a Grand Award and show your peers you’re 
the best in the business. The Magnum Opus Awards now offer 
Grand Awards in 14 categories, including videos, blogs, and podcasts. Winning a 
Grand Award announces to your peers, colleagues, and competitors that you’re a 
master of your medium. One Grand winner and up to three Special Recognition 
winners are chosen for each category. Grand Award winners are featured in a 
special issue of ContentWise newsletter and receive our complimentary social 
media tool kit to announce this honor to their peers and colleagues.

ENTRY DEADLINE: MARCH 23, 2012
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2012 MAGNUM OPUS CATEGORIES

104	� Best Annual Report  
Navigation

105	 Best Intra-organizational Blog
106	 Best Topic-Specific Blog
107	 Best Blog Entry

web grand awards

207	� Grand Web-based or  
Other Electronic Publication 
– External Audience

208	� Grand Web-based or  
Other Electronic Publication 
– Internal Audience

209	� Grand Blog -  
External Audience

VIDEO
108	 Best Topic-Specific Video
109	 Best Executive Video
110 	 Best Branding Video
111	 �Best Social  

Responsibility Video
112 	 Best Environmental  
	 Communication Video
113 	 Best Philanthropic/ 
	 Fundraising Video

video grand awards

210	� Grand Video –  
External Audience

211	 �Grand Video –  
Internal Audience

212	 �Grand Video Series –  
External Audience

213	 �Grand Video Series –  
Internal Audience

MARKETING
114	 Best Reader/User Study
115	 Highest Response Generation
116	� Most Innovative Distribution/ 

Circulation Strategy
117	� Best Publication/Product 

Promotional Campaign
118	� Best New Publication/ 

Product Launch
119	 �Best Use as Integrated  

Marketing Tool

 

WEB
085	 Best Overall Editorial 
086	� Best Editorial –  

New Publication
087	 Most Improved Editorial
088	 Best Feature Article 
089	 Best Series of Articles 
090	 Best How-To Article 
091	 Best Interview or Profile 
092	� Best Regularly Featured  

Department, Section,  
or Column

093	� Best CSR/Green Series  
or Article

094	 Best Overall Design 
095	� Best Design –  

New Publication
096	 Most Improved Design 
097	 Best Feature Design 
098	 Best Info Graphics 
099	 Best Landing Page 
100	 Best Navigation 
101	� Best Publication Com-

panion Web Site Design 
102	 �Best Publication for a  

Mobile Device
103	 �Best Annual Report  

Overall Design 
 

PRINT
magazine
001	 Best Overall Editorial 
002	� Best Editorial –  

New Publication
003	 Most Improved Editorial 
004	 Best Coverlines 
005	 Best TOC Editorial 
006	 Best CEO/Executive Letter 
007	 Best Feature Article 
008	 Best Series of Articles 
009	 Best How-To Article 
010	 Best Interview or Profile 
011	 Best Signed Editorial or Essay 
012	� Best Regularly Featured  

Department, Section,  
or Column

013	 �Best Public Service Series  
or Article 

014	� Best CSR/Green Series  
or Article

015	 Best News Story 
016	 Best Sidebar 
017	 Best Call to Action Copy 
018	 Best House Ad Copy 
019	 Best Overall Design 4+ color 
020	 Best Design – New Publication
021	 Most Improved Design 
022	 Best Cover 
023	 Best Feature Design 
024	� Best Column/ 

Department Design 
025	� Best Use of Illustration – 

Single Feature 
026	� Best Use of Illustration – 

Overall Publication 
027	 Best Info Graphics 
028	� Best Use of Photography – 

Single Feature
029	� Best Use of Photography - 

Overall Publication
030	 Best House Ad Design 
031	 Best Special-Topic Issue

newsletter
032	 Best Overall Editorial 
033	� Best Editorial –  

New Publication
034	 Best Feature Article 
035	 Best Series of Articles 
036	 Best How-To Article 
037	 Best Interview or Profile 
038	 �Best Regularly Featured  

Department, Section,  
or Column

039	� Best Public Service Series  
or Article 

040	 Best News Story 
041	 Best Overall Design 4+ Color 
042	 Best Overall Design 1-3 Color 
043	 Most Improved Design 
044	 Best Cover 
045	 Best Feature Design 
046	� Best Use of Illustration – 

Overall Publication
047	� Best Use of Photography – 

Single Feature
048	 �Best Use of Photography – 

Overall Publication

other
049	 Best Overall Editorial 
050	 Best Feature Article 
051	 Best How-To Article 
052	 Best Interview or Profile 
053	� Best Public Service Series  

or Article 
054	 Best Media Kit Editorial 
055	 Best Advertorial Editorial 
056	 Best Overall Design 4+ color 
057	 Most Improved Design 
058	 Best Cover 
059	 Best Calendar Design 
060	 �Best Supplement Annual  

or One-Shot 
061	 Best House Ad Design 

annual report
062	 Best Overall Editorial 
063	 Best Overall Design 4+ color 
064	 Best Overall Design 1-3 color 
065	 Best Cover 
066	 Best Overall Use of Illustration 
067	� Best Use of Photography – 

Overall Publication

best publication  
by industry
068	 Best Association Publication
069	 Best Banking Publication
070	 Best Educational Publication
071	� Best Energy Producer  

Publication
072	� Best Engineering/ 

Construction Publication
073	� Best Financial Services  

Publication
074	 Best Government Publication
075	 Best Hospitality Publication
076 	 Best Insurance Publication
077	 Best Medical Publication
078	 Best Nonprofit Publication
079	 Best Public Utility Publication
080	 Best Retail Publication
081	 �Best School/University  

Publication
082	� Best Telecommunications 

Publication
083	 Best Tourism Publication
084	 Best Transportation  
	 Publication

print grand awards

200	� Grand Print Magazine –  
External Audience

201	� Grand Print Magazine –  
Internal Audience

202	� Grand Print Newsletter – 
External Audience

203	� Grand Print Newsletter – 
Internal Audience

204	� Grand Other Print  
Publication – External  
Audience

205	� Grand Other Print  
Publication – Internal  
Audience

206	 Grand Print Annual Report

If you have 
questions about 
which category  
to enter, please call
888-303-2373 or 

email info@magnumopusawards.com.


